In this way
Milton has left the language, "already over-stocked with consonants , " 1 harsher even than before .
Feminine endings are acknowledged not to be unpleasing; but "they ought not to be admitted into heroick poetry since the nar row limits of our language allow us no other distinction of epick and tragic measure than is afforded by the liberty of changing at will the terminations of the dramatick lines, and bringing them by that relaxation of metrical vigour nearer to prose."
The first rule for pause is that there should not be a full stop at less distance than three syllables from the beginning or end of a verse; for "when a single syllable is cut off from the rest it must either be united to the line with which the sense connects it, or be sounded alone. In justice to Johnson it must be admitted that he seems to appreciate description for its own sake, more fully when he wrote 
